
eration. It quickly loses virulence on artificial cul-
tivation, but may be made virulent again by passage
through monkeys.

discussion.
Dr. W. H. Park, New York: I would ask Dr.

Flexner in passing cultures of this virus through
porcelain filters the organisms can be recovered
from the sediment? If so, we may have to revise
some of our notions about filterable viruses.
Dr. M. J. Rosenau, Boston : Has any growth beenobtained from the filtrate ?
Dr. Frank Billings, Chicago: I would like to

Flexner if in passing cultures of this virus through
evidence that poliomyelitis may occur in the foetus
in utero? I ask the question because I think, I have
seen such a case.
Discussion closed by Dr. S. Flexner: We have

not looked into the question raised by Dr. Park for
lack of time; but we know that the organism is
present in small numbers in the sediment left in the
filter. The organism can be cultivated from the
filtrate, but with some uncertainty. I have heard of
no such case as that mentioned by Dr. Billings.

transmission of poliomyelitis.

Dr. M. J. Rosenau, Boston : (Published, Journal
A. M. A., May 24, 1913, p. 1612.)

DISCUSSION.

Dr. Simon Flexner, New York: The statements
just made by Dr. Rosenau are too precious not to
be carefuly regarded by us all, and the ideas ex-
pressed by him need to be widely disseminated. In
the interest of Dr. Rosenau's investigations upon the
possible conveyance of this disease by insect car-
riers, it is important that physicians everywhereshould submit to him all the information possible.
Dr. Rosenau did not add to the discussion.

(To be continued.)

Book Reviews

Diseases of the Eye. By George E. deSchwein-
itz, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology in the
University of Pennsylvania. Seventh Edition.
Thoroughy Revised. Pp. 979. 360 text illus-
trations, and seven lithographic plates. Phila-
delphia and London: W. B. Saunders Com-
pany. 1913.
The seventh edition of this well-known text-

book is fully up to the high standard set by pre-vious editions. The results of recent progress
have been incorporated in this edition and every
chapter shows signs of revision. Among new
subjects are, Schiotz tonometer, Ophthalmodia-
phanoscopy, Sporotrichosis of lids and conjunc-
tiva, Epithelial dystrophy of cornea, Marginaldegeneration of cornea, Progressive atrophy ofiris, Blindness from organic arsenic compounds,
and trephining of Sciera. The indications for
salvarsan and the use of vaccine therapy in
ocular diseases are discussed. The book is

abreast of the times and a conservative guide to
the best ophthalmic practice.
A Text-Book of Biology for Students in Medical,
Technical and General Courses. By William
Martin Smallwood, Ph.D. (Harvard), Pro-
fessor of Comparative Anatomy in the Lib-
eral Arts College of Syracuse University. Il-
lustrated. Lea and Febiger, Philadelphia and
New York. 1913.
In this volume of 284 pages, the author cov-

ers in elementary fashion the principles of
biology, with special reference to the needs of
medical and other students. In general, he has
admirably accomplished his purpose of stating
many facts and principles in clear language, freefrom undue technicality and in drawing certaineminently practical conclusions. The book is,
therefore, one which might be taken up with
profit by a person wTholly unacquainted with the
subjects of which it treats. Naturally, in so con-
densed a statement, occasional wrong, because im-
perfect, impressions are given; as, for example,in the anatomical description of the nervous sys-
tem, which, confined to the nervous system of
the frog, is summarized in about eight pages.
The illustrations are numerous and admirable
and the entire book is printed in a most satis-
factory manner.

Marriage and Genetics: Laws of Human Breed-
ing and Applied Eugenics. By Charles A. L.
Reed, M.D., F.C.S. The Carlton Press, Pub-
lishers, Cincinnati, Ohio. 1913.
Dr. Reed has condensed into a small volume of

183 pages, the current knowledge regarding ap-plied eugenics. To accomplish this purpose in so
small a compass, he is dogmatic in statement,
and thereby lays himself open to the criticism
which such dogmatic presentation permits, par-ticularly when dealing with subjects many of
which are by no means established as facts.
Such statements are, however, of value and carry
weight from their very dogmatism. At the same
time, it should not be forgotten that the advo-
cates of eugenic doctrines and the laws uponwhich they are based are prone to attribute to
hereditary influences much that may be, and is
in fact, being explained as never before by an
appeal to environmental conditions. This ten-
dency is inevitable in the enthusiasm of demon-
strating the validity of the new science, but it is
none the less inevitable that a juster estimate of
the problems at issue will follow in due time,when all the facts are properly appraised. The
language of the book is at times unnecessarilybombastic, and we particularly regret the use of
the improper term ' ' agenic, ' ' as the antithesis of
eugenic. A much more proper term is that sug-
gested by Southard, "cacogenic." The book is
poorly printed, and is quite below the modern
standard of book-making.
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